Therapeutic Persistence (TP) during Disaster Relief Missions: Scenarios

Delete what is NOT your profession: 

Medical Doctor

Midlevel Provider (ANP, PA, NA)                                             

Nurse

Paramedic                   

Specialty (fill in, but mention clearly if you work with children on a daily basis): ...

Unit or service (fill in): ...

Did you already participate in disaster relief missions:

Yes  (fill in where & when: ...     )

No 

Imagine that you are a team member of a Disaster Medical Assistance Team (DMAT) that has erected a field hospital in a natural disaster area. As children present with severe conditions at the triage post of the field hospital, discussions among the DMAT members arise. You are getting involved in this discussion among peers. 

You are requested to edit free text at the end of each scenario, but you are also requested to fill in a Likert score (from 1 to 6) that best matches your feelings for that particular scenario. 

Scores:

Score 6 = I completely agree

Score 5 = I agree

Score 4 = I moderately agree

Score 3 = I moderately disagree 

Score 2 = I disagree

Score 1 = I disagree entirely

Please save this file in a new folder that carries your name and mail it as an attachment to dirk.danschutter@uzbrussel.be
Part 1: Scenarios

Important Note:

For the purpose of defining therapeutic persistence during disaster relief missions the transport vector is considered inexistent or insufficient. 

Slide 1:

A 2-month-old Kashmiri earthquake victim is presented late in the afternoon to our field hospital with a crushed lower limb. The baby is alert and does not show any signs of sepsis, though the lower limb is non-perfused. There is an agreement that the limb should be surgically removed. The amputation is scheduled for tomorrow. The mother is asked to return home (or what is left of it) with the baby and to present again tomorrow morning. You assume that the interpreter (a non-medical trained secretary) has been able to translate most of the information correctly.    

Likert score (fill in a score from 1 tot 6 that best matches your feeling =

Add/edit here your comment (eventually) =

Slide 2:

Our field hospital has been deployed in Istanbul (Turkey) in the aftermath of a severe earthquake. We are on Day 5 of the disaster relief mission and globally less patients have presented as expected. An exhausted baby with signs of signs of severe dehydration is brought in from the triage tent. The baby is very likely to suffer from severe hypernatremia. A Ch6 feeding tube is inserted to rehydrate the baby, but this will take till the next morning or even beyond.    

Likert score (fill in a score from 1 tot 6 that best matches your feeling =

Add/edit here your comment (eventually) =
Slide 3:

Our field hospital is located close to a French PMA, a Russian and a Turkish field hospital after a very severe earthquake has struck Iran. Most of the earthquake victims present with respiratory conditions. It was expected that more victims and more severe cases would present to the field hospital. On Day 6 of the disaster relief mission a baby with severe respiratory distress symptoms is admitted to our field hospital. A team member proposes to ask for radiography at the neighbors, since our field hospital is not equipped with radiology equipment. The consequence will be X-ray based diagnosis.        

Likert score (fill in a score from 1 tot 6 that best matches your feeling =

Add/edit here your comment (eventually) =
Slide 4:

Large parts of Bangladesh have been flooded, killing more than 10,000 people. Our field hospital is located near a large ANZAC field hospital (>120 troops, OR & recovery, laboratory & radiography facilities). One third of the victims that present to both hospitals suffer from respiratory distress. One of the team members suggests that we should ask the ANZAC C.O. permission to let them perform X-ray and laboratory analyses on our patients.    

Likert score (fill in a score from 1 tot 6 that best matches your feeling =

Add/edit here your comment (eventually) =
Slide 5: 

The Lissabon disaster of 1755 has repeated in 2008 following a major seaquake with an epicenter located in the Gulf of Cadiz. Again several tsunamis have hit the Portuguese, Scottish and Irish coasts. Similar to 1755 it is estimated that one third of Lissabon’s residents have been killed. Our field hospital has been deployed in the Lissabon perimeter among the many other Western field hospitals. The acute mortality in the pediatric population is of unseen proportions. Many children present to the field hospitals with respiratory distress very likely due to the aspiration of polluted seawater. One of the team members believes that all should be done to provide the children with oxygen therapy. A search party (by one team member-fireman) for oxygenators or oxygen cylinders should be organized.          

Likert score (fill in a score from 1 tot 6 that best matches your feeling =

Add/edit here your comment (eventually) =
Slide 6:

One of the deadliest earthquakes ever has reoccurred in China. It is estimated that > 1.106 people have died. Many children present with shock and need immediate intravenous rehydration. Our field hospital is flooded with many pediatric patients presenting with this condition. However there are insufficient IV-catheters. A team member proposes to restrict the use of the Ch24 IV-catheters, and to withhold comatose patients from IV-therapy.

Likert score (fill in a score from 1 tot 6 that best matches your feeling =

Add/edit here your comment (eventually) =

Slide 7:

The major earthquake of Verona 1157 has reoccurred. The entire region and city has been destroyed and the acute mortality is very high. Remarkably few patients are transported to our field hospital. A 10-year-old orphan accompanied by relatives presents at the triage, is not able to walk and shows signs of altered consciousness. An X-ray image could be obtained from the neighboring Turkish field hospital. The girl is diagnosed with paralytic ileus and with severely dilated stomach and intestines. A continuous gastric drainage is indicated. Our field hospital has no suction device, no bi-lumen suction catheter so one of the nurses fabricates a passive drainage system with a single lumen catheter and an empty plastic drinking bottle.           

Likert score (fill in a score from 1 tot 6 that best matches your feeling =

Add/edit here your comment (eventually) =

Slide 8:

The 1884 Andalusia earthquake has devastated the region and town of Granada. Our field hospital is rather isolated from the other Western field hospitals. A small child with deviated trachea is brought to the triage tent and coded Red (JumpSTART©). The contra lateral clavicle is fractured and crepitation is palpable up to the neck. The child shows symptoms of severe obstructive shock. The tension pneumothorax should be relieved immediately by a needle decompression. There is no specific material available.      

Likert score (fill in a score from 1 tot 6 that best matches your feeling =

Add/edit here your comment (eventually) =

Slide 9:

Indonesia is severely hit by an 8.9 earthquake, followed by several tsunami waves. Like in 1815 it is estimated that 95.000 people have died, mostly children, women and the elderly. 30% of the children presenting at our field hospital show severe respiratory distress and are diagnosed with ‘tsunami pneumonia’ according to a local pediatrician and assisting in our field hospital. Each tent of our field hospital holds a severely ill child. One of them could be helped with a thoracic drainage connected to a one-way valve (a Heimlich valve donated by the Turkish field hospital).    

Likert score (fill in a score from 1 tot 6 that best matches your feeling =

Add/edit here your comment (eventually) =

Slide 10:

This time the major earthquake of Nice has devastated the Atlantic side of the South of France. Several Western DMATs have deployed their field hospitals in the disaster region and so did we. The German Katastrofenhilfe appears to be very well equipped, but during a recce visit the commander warns that the Germans will be non-operational for at least 35 hours. However, the Germans are prepared to lend us a thoracic-drainage kit adapted to children; for a child with a completely collapsed lung and showing severe respiratory distress. As a consequence this patient will be hospitalized in our field hospital, which however is an assignment that we really try to avoid.       

Likert score (fill in a score from 1 tot 6 that best matches your feeling =

Add/edit here your comment (eventually) =

Slide 11: 

Carribbean, Typhoon Wilbur. The acute mortality among children and women is very high (> 20.000). There is an equal distribution between traumatic versus respiratory (submersion) conditions. A conscious baby with signs of severe respiratory distress is not improving with oxygen therapy. A team member insists on a deal with the neighboring Singaporean DMAT, who are willing to exchange a mechanical respirator against morphine. As a consequence the baby will be intubated and mechanically ventilated.  Likert score (fill in a score from 1 tot 6 that best matches your feeling =

Add/edit here your comment (eventually) =

Slide 12:

Texas (Houston) has been struck by Hurricane Martha and 6,000 people were killed. The US president and the US insurance system have given clearance to the European DMATs to fly over and to deploy their field hospitals on American soil. Our field hospital is operating in the Astrodome perimeter where > 23,000 US residents have gathered. There is a striking and complete absence of trauma or surgical cases. A child is brought to our field hospital. The child in severe shock is presenting with (hard to evaluate) pulsus paradoxus and an ECG with electric alternans requires immediate needle decompression of the pericardial sack.     

Likert score (fill in a score from 1 tot 6 that best matches your feeling =

Add/edit here your comment (eventually) =

Slide 13: 

Due to climate change a F(ujita)5 twister has devastated the Malaccan Street region over a record length of 600 km. Our field hospital is operating in Thailand. Almost all children presenting at our field hospital suffer from acute diarrhea and severe fluid loss. Many of them are in such condition that the team has difficulty to get intravenous access. The pediatrician of our field hospital decides to insert femoral central venous catheters with whatever available material (adult peripherical cannulas).             

Likert score (fill in a score from 1 tot 6 that best matches your feeling =

Add/edit here your comment (eventually) =

Slide 14: 

The Christmas earthquake of Punjab (Pakistan/India) has killed more than > 300,000. The major display of this disaster is ‘battle medicine’ as most of the patients (all ages) present with severe trauma conditions. The field hospital is flooded with new cases and rapid triage is mandatory. A child is coded Red (JumpSTART©) and presents with crushed limbs and buttock. After examination it is clear that the child needs ASAP kidney replacement therapy. Rapid transportation is impossible however. A neighboring Ukrainian field hospital possesses disposable hemofiltration sets, but their C.O. refuses to perform kidney replacement therapy in children because of lack of expertise. The Ukrainians are willing to lend us the equipment as long as we keep and treat the children.       

Likert score (fill in a score from 1 tot 6 that best matches your feeling =

Add/edit here your comment (eventually) =

Slide 15:

Our field hospital has been heading for Denmark in the aftermath of an immense natural gas explosion beyond the Storegga landslide that has caused a mega-tsunami over the Northern coastlines. Many people have died in this disaster. A low perfused baby with neonatal sepsis cannot maintain an acceptable blood pressure unless the instauration of inotropic therapy. The administration of 6-8 µg/kg/’ dobutamine via a peripherically inserted cannula seems to be sufficient.  

Likert score (fill in a score from 1 tot 6 that best matches your feeling =

Add/edit here your comment (eventually) =

Slide 16:

Malaysia after the ’12-country-tsunami’. Completely unrelated to the tsunami a child presenting with anisochory is admitted to our field hospital after falling (today) from a speeding motorcycle. Our surgeon coincidentally happens to be a neurosurgeon in training and decides to attempt an emergency skull trepanation. A mobile Russian operating theatre offers both the equipment and facilities, as long as they do not have to conduct the operative procedure.

Likert score (fill in a score from 1 tot 6 that best matches your feeling =

Add/edit here your comment (eventually) =    

Slide 17:

The US president calls for international humanitarian support in the aftermath of the Yosemite volcano eruption. Our hospital is flooded with patients presenting symptoms of respiratory distress, coded Yellow or Red (START © & Jumpstart©). About 30% of the patients are children. All are suffering from the inhalation of volcanic ashes. The US army visits our field hospital and leaves 20 mechanical respirators and monitoring devices (Avian Bird and Propaq) behind. A neighboring Dutch military Role 2 field hospital cannot admit any more patients and requests us to start our own holding capacity.

Likert score (fill in a score from 1 tot 6 that best matches your feeling =

Add/edit here your comment (eventually) =

Slide 18:

P3 Kashmiri victims after initial stabilization in our field hospital are transported by jeep to a nearby Pakistani military field hospital. After 2 days the Kashmiri no longer wish to be transferred to this field hospital since the hygienic conditions and anesthetic procedures during surgery are far beyond what is required. One of our team members is convinced that this is all a rumor, a hoax resulting from the long lasting conflict between Kashmiri and Pakistani.  

Likert score (fill in a score from 1 tot 6 that best matches your feeling =

Add/edit here your comment (eventually) =

Slide 19:

A major part of the Cubre Viejo has ripped off from La Palma. Even the US coastlines are destroyed by house high tsunamis. Our field hospital has been sent to severely hit Casablanca. At the parking of the flooded universitary hospital our field hospital is deployed. A newborn in severe shock shows symptoms of neonatal sepsis. Because umbilical catheters are not available our pediatrician decides to insert a Ch6 feeding tube as a surrogate umbilical venous catheter. 

Likert score (fill in a score from 1 tot 6 that best matches your feeling =

Add/edit here your comment (eventually) =       
Slide 20:

A 4 men (1 MD, 2 RN and 1 firefighter) mountain rescue party detached from our field hospital is organised in devastated Borneo. The Borneo earthquake will be remembered by its many traumatic and surgical cases. The mountain mission is heading for the collapsed houses, in which many families have retreated for shelter. In one severely damaged house two children present with an immobile lower limb wrapped in improvised wound dressings. As dusk is fallen the MD really insists on returning to our base camp. Without close examining of the children, the MD believes that the children very likely suffer from sores and bruises and do not require additional treatment by the team.

Likert score (fill in a score from 1 tot 6 that best matches your feeling =

Add/edit here your comment (eventually) =       
Part 2: Short Sequel 

Do your answers remain the same (Likert score and free comment) if you would replace every disaster location in every of the 17 scenarios as follows: “In the aftermath of a severe earthquake in Africa where children usually get their name once they survived measles…”

Please use for your GLOBAL answer again the Likert Score (1-6) that best matches your GLOBAL opinion. 

Scores:

Score 6 = I completely agree

Score 5 = I agree

Score 4 = I moderately agree

Score 3 = I moderately disagree 

Score 2 = I disagree

Score 1 = I disagree entirely

Score GLOBAL answer = 

Type here your GLOBAL reaction/opinion =
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