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How do we define How do we define 
our needs?our needs?

How do we even How do we even 
define what we do?define what we do?

Where do I start?Where do I start?



Contacted m y Contacted m y 
colleagues colleagues 
throughout worldthroughout world

Brainstorm ed  Brainstorm ed  
ideas and thoughtsideas and thoughts

Literature reviewLiterature review



Important Issues for Critical Care NursesImportant Issues for Critical Care Nurses

World Federation of Critical Care NursesWorld Federation of Critical Care Nurses
(Williams (2005) Pediatric Intensive Care Nursing 6(2) 2005)(Williams (2005) Pediatric Intensive Care Nursing 6(2) 2005)

Staffing LevelsStaffing Levels
Working Condit ionsWorking Condit ions
Access to quality educat ional program m esAccess to quality educat ional program m es
WagesWages
Pract ice guidelinesPract ice guidelines
Work act ivit iesWork act ivit ies
Team workTeam work
Advanced Pract iceAdvanced Pract ice
Relat ionships with doctorsRelat ionships with doctors
Form al accreditat ion processesForm al accreditat ion processes



Meet ing local health needsMeet ing local health needs

Dynam ic workforceDynam ic workforce

Nursing ResearchNursing Research

Polit ical I nfluence Polit ical I nfluence 

LeadershipLeadership

Educat ion,Educat ion,Educat ion,Educat ion,

Educat ionEducat ion

Power & Em powerm entPower & Em powerm ent



Sigma Theta Tau International 2005Sigma Theta Tau International 2005

Health prom ot ion and disease Health prom ot ion and disease 
prevent ionprevent ion

•• HI VHI V

•• I nfect ion cont rolI nfect ion cont rol

•• Preventable diseasesPreventable diseases

Advocacy and prom ot ion of healthAdvocacy and prom ot ion of health

Quality of health care and pat ient Quality of health care and pat ient 
safetysafety

•• I m proving the experience for I m proving the experience for 
child and fam ilychild and fam ily

•• Reducing errorReducing error


