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Realities
A global summary of quality and safety

One vision
Quality in acute paediatric hospital care

Positive realities



7.5%Canadian Adverse 
Events Study

Canada

12.9%Adverse events in 
New Zealand Public 
Hospitals

New Zealand

4.17 billion dollars 
per year

50,000 Australians 
suffer permanent 
disability and 18,000 
die at least in part as a 
result of their 
healthcare

16.6%Quality in Australian 
Health Care Study
Med J Aust 
1995;163:458-76

Australia

1 billion pounds 
Sterling in additional 
bed days

One third lead to 
moderate or greater 
impairment

10.8%Retrospective record 
review
BMJ; 322: 517-9

UK

Estimated 100,000 
deaths per year

13.6% of adverse 
events lead to death

3.7%Harvard Medical 
Practice Study
N Eng J Med 
1991;324:370-77

USA

Estimated costDeathsIncidence of 
adverse events

StudyCountry



Assessment of 21 hospitals in 7 countries

Adverse factors in case management of 76% of 
children

Adverse factor %
Late triage 8
Assessment 41
Treatment 61
Monitoring 30

The greatest potential for improvement is in rural 
district hospitals



Unnecessary hospitalization
Over-diagnoses
Poly-pharmacy
Drug safety
Equipment safety
Lack of guidelines


