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Nurse Pract it ioner and Advanced Pract ice Nurse Pract it ioner and Advanced Pract ice 
Roles are em erging and being ident ified Roles are em erging and being ident ified 
worldwide.  A NP/ APN is a registered worldwide.  A NP/ APN is a registered 
nurse who has acquired the expert nurse who has acquired the expert 
knowledge base, com plex decisionknowledge base, com plex decision-- m aking m aking 
skills and clinical com petencies for skills and clinical com petencies for 
expanded pract ice, the characterist ics of expanded pract ice, the characterist ics of 
which are shaped by the context and or which are shaped by the context and or 
count ry in which s/ he is credent ialed to count ry in which s/ he is credent ialed to 
pract ice. A Masters degree is pract ice. A Masters degree is 
recom m ended for ent ry level recom m ended for ent ry level –– I CN 2002I CN 2002



Graduate degree in Nursing. Graduate degree in Nursing. 
Conduct com prehensive health assessm entsConduct com prehensive health assessm ents
Dem onst rate a high level of autonom y Dem onst rate a high level of autonom y 
Possess expert skills in the diagnosis and Possess expert skills in the diagnosis and 
t reatm ent of com plex responses of individuals, t reatm ent of com plex responses of individuals, 
fam ilies and com m unit iesfam ilies and com m unit ies
I ntegrate educat ion, research, m anagem ent , I ntegrate educat ion, research, m anagem ent , 
leadership and consultat ionleadership and consultat ion
Collegial relat ionships with nursing, physicians Collegial relat ionships with nursing, physicians 
and other health care professionalsand other health care professionals

ANA Congress of Nursing Pract ice ANA Congress of Nursing Pract ice -- 19921992



Educat ional Preparat ionEducat ional Preparat ion

Nature of Pract iceNature of Pract ice

Regulatory MechanismsRegulatory Mechanisms



Educat ional Preparat ion at the advanced levelEducat ional Preparat ion at the advanced level
•• advanced clinical competenciesadvanced clinical competencies
•• Preparation for full extent of rolePreparation for full extent of role
•• Facilitate lifelong learning & maintenance of Facilitate lifelong learning & maintenance of 

competenciescompetencies

Form al recognit ion of educat ional program s Form al recognit ion of educat ional program s 
preparing nurse pract it ioners/ APN pract ice roles preparing nurse pract it ioners/ APN pract ice roles 
accredited or approvedaccredited or approved
Form al system of licensure, regist rat ion, Form al system of licensure, regist rat ion, 
cert ificat ion and credent ialing cert ificat ion and credent ialing 
Preferably at MasterPreferably at Master ’’s levels level



Not focused on 1 disease or body systemNot focused on 1 disease or body system

•• extensive knowledge pathophysiology, extensive knowledge pathophysiology, 
pharm acologypharm acology

Clinical m anagem ent not current ly undertaken Clinical m anagem ent not current ly undertaken 
by nursesby nurses
•• already have a background in professional nursing already have a background in professional nursing 

practice.  Focus is in the medical model practice.  Focus is in the medical model –– including including 
differential diagnosis, clinical decision making, medical differential diagnosis, clinical decision making, medical 
therapeut ics and pharm acology.therapeut ics and pharm acology.

•• new skills, knowledgenew skills, knowledge

Collaborat ive, not independent , pract iceCollaborat ive, not independent , pract ice

•• t rustt rust

Need for supervised clinical pract iceNeed for supervised clinical pract ice



I ntegrates research, educat ion, pract ice and I ntegrates research, educat ion, pract ice and 
m anagem entm anagem ent
High degree of professional autonom y and High degree of professional autonom y and 
independent / collaborat ive pract iceindependent / collaborat ive pract ice
CaseloadCaseload-- focused on specific group of pat ientsfocused on specific group of pat ients
Advanced health assessm ent skills, decisionAdvanced health assessm ent skills, decision--
m aking skills and diagnost ic reasoning skillsm aking skills and diagnost ic reasoning skills
Recognized advanced clinical com petencies Recognized advanced clinical com petencies 
Perform and prescribe therapeut ic m easuresPerform and prescribe therapeut ic m easures
Provision of consultat ion servicesProvision of consultat ion services
Plans, im plem ents and evaluates Plans, im plem ents and evaluates 



Right to diagnoseRight to diagnose
Authority to prescribe m edicat ionAuthority to prescribe m edicat ion
Authority to prescribe t reatm entAuthority to prescribe t reatm ent
Authority to refer clients to other professionalsAuthority to refer clients to other professionals
Authority to adm it pat ients to hospitalAuthority to adm it pat ients to hospital
Legislat ion to confer and protect the t it le Legislat ion to confer and protect the t it le ““ Nurse Nurse 
Pract it ioner/ Advanced Pract ice NursePract it ioner/ Advanced Pract ice Nurse””
Legislat ion or som e other form of regulatory Legislat ion or som e other form of regulatory 
m echanism specific to advanced pract ice nursesm echanism specific to advanced pract ice nurses
Officially recognized t it les for nurses working in Officially recognized t it les for nurses working in 
advanced pract ice rolesadvanced pract ice roles



International Council of Nurses International Council of Nurses –– estimates nearly 40 estimates nearly 40 
count r ies have established or em erging advanced pract ice count r ies have established or em erging advanced pract ice 
roles.roles.
Alm ost 140,000 APNs in the USAAlm ost 140,000 APNs in the USA
NPs in the U.S.A:NPs in the U.S.A:
•• 115,000 in the year 2006115,000 in the year 2006
•• 3295 certified NNPs in 20033295 certified NNPs in 2003
•• Approxim ately 150 NPs pract icing in Pediat r ic Crit ical CareApproxim ately 150 NPs pract icing in Pediat r ic Crit ical Care

New Zealand: 25 NP in 2006 ( including NNP)New Zealand: 25 NP in 2006 ( including NNP)
Aust ralia:  int roduced NP role in 2001Aust ralia:  int roduced NP role in 2001
UK: NP not a protected titleUK: NP not a protected title-- no uniform regulations for no uniform regulations for 
educational preparation or professional standardseducational preparation or professional standards
ICN  ICN  I nternat ional Nurse Pract it ioner/ Advanced Pract ice I nternat ional Nurse Pract it ioner/ Advanced Pract ice 
NetworkNetwork-- 68% of advanced pract ice nursing has research 68% of advanced pract ice nursing has research 
functions as part of their rolefunctions as part of their role




