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I s a complex system I s a complex system 

Comprised of numerous int ricate parts  Comprised of numerous int ricate parts  
interact ing with mult iple other parts in interact ing with mult iple other parts in 
unexpected ways  unexpected ways  

Has various levels of Has various levels of specialisat ionspecialisat ion and and 
interdependenciesinterdependencies

and these places health care f acilit ies and these places health care f acilit ies 
at high risk f or accidentsat high risk f or accidents

(IOM 2000,Beyea 2002)(IOM 2000,Beyea 2002)

Healthcare Today. .
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Mult idisciplinary

Wide age and size range

State of art equipment

Highly advanced care 
t echnology

New mode of drug 
delivery

Evidence- based if not best pract ice
Wide variet y of drugs
Nurses of dif f erent grades
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Common Causes of 
Medicat ion Errors in PI CU

Dosage Error:

Wrong Dilut ion

Calculat ion Error

Error in Pump Set t ings

Prescript ion Error

Others:

Wrong Drug

Wrong Time

Omission




